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SERVING FAMILIES OF CHILDREN wiTH SPecIAL NEEDS

Letter From the Director

I I ello Fellow Travelers:

This is the last letter | will be writing to you
as Executive Director of SPIN. By the time
you read this, | will be in Colorado, where
my family and | moved from 10 years ago.
Ten years that have gone by, it seems now, in
the blink of an eye. How could it be that my
daughter, Allie, was only eight years old, entering 3" grade and
my son, Andy, was yve and entering kindergarten---and now they
are 18 and 15. Allie a legal adult! (for those of you who dondt
know, Allie has multiple disabilities; my husband and | have be-
come her conservators now that she is an adult). Andy will miss
the beach, but is looking forward to snowboarding in the Rocky
Mountains.

It was an interesting experience to come to this beautiful location
of our country and be faced with the many challenges of trying
to integrate our daughter in her school, her neighborhood and the
rest of the community. We were very sure of our values regarding
integration of children with disabilities and learned quickly that
we had to be on our toes about her rights, especially regarding
her education. The difvculties we had with the school district in
allowing her to have appropriate access to the curriculum set us
on the path of learning all we could about IDEA: the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act, the federal law. (See the article
about the reauthorization of IDEA in this issue). We learned
about our rights and responsibilities as her parents; we became
her advocates, and she became our inspiration.

Along the way, there were several parents who helped us learn
about the special education system, who gave us moral support,
who were there for us when it seemed that no one cared about
Allie or her right to a fifree and appropriate educationo, which
is guaranteed by IDEA. These were parents who taught us what
they knew about advocacy, and made us feel we were not alone in
our struggle. (I would especially like to thank Lynn Bariteau and
Debbie Wechsler).

(Continued on page 3)

SIRVIENDO A FAMILIAS cON NECESIDADES ESPECIALES

Carta Enviada por el Director

I I ola Compafleros Viajeros:

Esta es la ¥%Itima carta que les voy a escribir a ustedes como Directora
Ejecutiva de SPIN. Para el tiempo que ustedes lean esta carta. Yo ya
voy a estar en Colorado, de donde mi familia y yo nos movimos hace
10 afjos. 10 aflos que ya han pasado, y parece ser ahora, como por
parpadeo de ojos. Como puede ser eso si mi hija, Allie solamente
ten?a ocho afos de edad, apenas estaba entrando al tercer grado y mi
hijo, Andy, ten?a cinco afos y apenas iba a entrar al kindergarten --- y
ahora ellos tienen 418 y 15 afos de edad! 4Allie es una adulta legal!
(Para aquellos que no la conocen, Allie tiene m¥ltiples incapacidades;
mi esposo y yo hemos llegado a ser sus conservadores ahora que es
adulta). Andy va a extrafar la playa, pero el espera ir a patinar en la
nieve en las Montafas de Moutains Rocky.

Fue una experiencia interesante venir a esta hermosa localidad de
nuestro pa% y tener que enfrentar muchos desaf?os para tratar de
integrar a nuestra hija en su escuela, en el sector donde vivZamos
y el resto de la comunidad. Nosotros est8bamos muy seguros de
nuestros valores tocante a la integraci-n de nifos con incapacidades
y r§pidamente nosotros aprendimos que tenZamos que luchar por sus
derechos, especialmente tocante a su educaci-n. Las diycultades que
nosotros tuvimos con el distrito escolar para que ella tuviera acceso
a una colocaci-n apropiada del curriculum nos puso a nosotros en el
camino de aprender todo sobre IDEA: El Acta para la Educaci-n de
los Individuos con Discapacidades, la ley federal. (Miren el art2culo
tocante a la reautorizaci-n de IDEA en este boletin). Nosotros
aprendimos tocante a nuestros derechos y responsabilidades como
padres; nosotros llegamos a ser sus defensores, y ella lleg- a ser
nuestra inspiraci - n.

A lo largo del tiempo, fueron varios padres quienes nos ayudaron a
aprender tocante al sistema de educaci-n especial, ellos nos dieron
apoyo moral, ellos estuvieron por nosotros cuando parec?a que a
nadie le importaba Allie o sus derechos fipara una educaci-n p%blica
apropiadao, la cual es garantizada por IDEA. Estos eran padres que
nos ensefaron lo que ellos sabZan tocante el apoyo, y nos hicieron
sentir que nosotros no est§bamos solos en nuetra lucha.

(Me gustar?a darles las gracias especialmente a Lynn Bariteau y
Debbie Wechsler).

Contin%a en la p&gina 3



To the individuals and businesses who made generous donations to SPIN from April 2005 through August 2005

aGracias

Late Teen and Adult
Support Group BBQ:
Monterey Bay and
Therapeutic Center;
Gail Wright,
Anne Phipps and Team;
Nolan Sands,
Justin and Randy;
Robert and Gale Suhr;
The Shining Stars;
Merchant donations:
Corralitos Market
Freedom Meat Locker
Scotts Valley Safeway
Watsonville Nob Hill
Ledyard

SPIN Recruitment Panel:

Pat Golditch,
Doug Patrick,
Francisco Rodriguez,
Mary Balzer,
Sheryl Wobber

and to our wonderful volunteers
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Kalena & Michael Allard
Sandra & Michael Caruso
In Honor of Katie Caruso
Ben Castaneda
In Honor of Allie Balzer
Jeannie Comer
Ann & John Dizikes
Frances Drake
Terri Fette
In Honor of Amy Fette
Jennifer & Paul Gaddini
Granite Construction Co.
Erin Haley
Mimi & Rick Harron
Ken Kulpa
In Memory of MaryRose Kulpa
Janet Lockwood
Sigma Alpha Chapter of Omega Nu
Floyd Osborn & Kimberly Cunningham
Amanda & Tom Owens
Sam Paior
Lisa Thorn
Jennifer & Michael Williams

_

FEC Advisory Group:
Sam Paior
Sonia Plageman
Francisco Rodriquez
Lisa Thorn
Avri Valdez
Pat Golditch

Mentor Parents;

Janet Nutlez;
Celia Goekerman;
Orly Heyman-Bole;

The Board of Directors;

Day at The Beach:
Dorothy Hessinger,
Ruth Aguire,
John Rossi,
Melissa Sheldon

aGracias

SPIN Workshops
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Assistive Technology

Janet Nunez, the Director of the iTech Center at
Parents Helping Parents in Santa Clara made a yne
presentation on May 23" of this year. 20 parents and
professionals attended to watch a ylm on Assistive
Technology and hear about current software and
equipment and how to make IEP requests.

Speech/Language Delays

Margie Medrano Biddick presented a workshop to
30 childcare providers at the SPIN ofyces on May
26 on speech development milestones, modeling,
providing cues and bilingual considerations. Thank
you to CASA for the use of their training space and
chairs.
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Letter From the Director cont.

And that is why SPIN was born! A group of parents who believed
that children with special needs have potential, and that they have
the same rights that other individuals enjoy, wanted to create an
organization that would help other parents learn about resources in
our community, to help them learn to advocate for their children,
and give them support to do so. SPINGs mission statement is: iTo
help children with special needs achieve their full potential by
empowering their families and the professionals who serve them
through information, support and resources.o Yes, professionals
too--because they are an integral piece of the puzzle that is our
education and service system. Professionals often beneyt from
learning the parent perspective, and many have attended our
educational events.

SPIN is now celebrating its Five-Year Anniversary! | have
been lucky enough to be on the wild and wonderful ride of the
development of SPIN since its inception in the year 2000--and
I will miss it very much. It is now time for someone else to
take the helm, and | know you will welcome and assist the new
Director, as you did me. | want to thank Allie, my inspiration; all
of the parents of children with special needs, who exhibit such
courage every day; our local and state funders; the professionals
serving our children; our wonderful individual donors; supportive
businesses in our community; our volunteers and mentor parents;
the ever-fantastic SPIN Board of Directors; Jay Balzer (the
behind-the-scenes genius); and of course the creative and diligent
SPIN staff. SPIN simply would not exist without all of you!

Always remember what Helen Keller said: fiAlone we can do so
little; together we can do so mucho. Help SPIN fikeep on spinningo.
Never lose sight of the vision we have for our childrend to help
them reach their full potential, whatever that potential may be, to
help them to be a part of their communities.

My best regards and much love to all of you; perhaps we shall
meet again.

Mary Balzer
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Carta Enviada por el Director cont.

Y es por eso que aSPIN nacio! Un grupo de padres que creyeron que
los niflos con necesidades especiales tienen un potencial, y que ellos
tienen los mismos derechos que otros individuos gozan, quisieron
crear una organizaci-n que podria ayudar a los dem8s padre a
aprender tocante a los recursos en nuetra comunidad, para ayaudarlos
a aprender a defender a sus nifos, y darles a ellos el apoyo para
hacerlo. La declaraci-n de la misi-n de SPIN es: AAyudar a nifos con
necesidades especiales a lograr todo su potencial conferiendo poder
a sus familias y a los profesionales quienes les brindan ayuda con
informaci-n, apoyo y recursos.o Si, profesionales tambi@n-- porque
ellos son una pieza integral de un rompecabezas que es nuestra
educaci-n y sistema de servicios. Los profesionales a menudo se
beneycian del aprendizaje de la perspectiva de los padres, y muchos
de ellos han asistido a nuestros eventos educacionales.

SPIN est§ celebrando su 4Quinto Aniversario! yo he tenido suyciente
suerte de estar en un paseo salvaje y hermoso del desarrollo de SPIN
desde su inicio en el aflo 2000-- y lo voy extraflar mucho. Es hora
de que alguien m8s tome el mando, yo s® que ustedes le dar§n la
bienvenida y asistirgn al nuevo Director, como lo hicieron conmigo.
Quiero darle las gracias a Allie, mi inspiraci-n; y a todos los padres de
niflos con necesidades especiales, quienes muestran tal valor cada d?a;
nuestros fundadores locales y estatales; los profesionales que sirven
a nuestros nifos; A nuestros maravillosos donadores individuales;
negocios de apoyo en esta comunidad; nuestros voluntarios y padres
mentores; a los siempre fant8sticos Directores de la Mesa Directiva
de SPIN; Jay Balzer (El genio detras del escenario); y por supuesto el
creativo y deligente personal de SPIN. SPIN simplemente no hubiera
existido sin todos ustedes!

Siempre recuerden lo que dijo Helen Keller: iSolos podemos hacer
muy poco; pero juntos podemos hacer muchoo. Ayuda a SPIN fia
mantenerse girandoo. Nunca pierdan la visi-n que tenemos para
nuestros nifosd ayudarlos alcanzar su potencial completo, no
importa cu8l pueda ser el potencial, lo importante es ayudarlos a ser
parte de su comunidad.

Mis mejores recuerdos y mucho amor para todos ustedes; en efecto
nos volveremos haber otra vez.

Mary Balzer

SPIN Five-Year Anniversary
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SPIN Turns Five!

with information, referral, and support.

\ www.spinsc.org Wedd love to talk to you.

Special Parents Information Network is celebrating its 5-year Anniversary. The Annual Board dinner
meeting was held on June 25, at Steve and Jerritta Langés house overlooking Blacks Beach. Board
Chair Pat Golditch said, ASPIN is still very young, but look at what we have accomplished so far!o
Back at the turn of the millennium, we had no idea that we would have employees, three ofyces, a
resource library, offering many workshops and presentations, and serving over 350 families every year

To keep on fispinningo into the future, SPIN could use help to reach more parents in our communities,
and is always in need of funds to expand our services, and volunteers to serve on the Board of
Directors, or help with our many events. Please contact SPIN at 722-2800, or visit our website:

View of Blacks Beach
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